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freedoms of indigenous peoples 
(a) General debate 

Mr. Chaírperson, 

As you well know : Mr. Chair, Leonard Peltier, a Lakota-Anishinabe member of the American Iridian 
Movement (AIM) and world recognized Indigenous and Human Rights Defender, is still arbitrarily 
incarcerated after almosí 30years ¡n the United States for a crime he did not commit'. He has asked us to 
send his warmest greetings from his prison cell, (o you Mister Chaírperson, to all the members of the 
Working Group on Indigenous Peoples, and to all his indigenous brothers and sisters present here at the 
23 r d session of the Working Group It is very important for him to know that he is not forgotten and that his 
case continúes to serve as a remmder of how the criminal and judicial systems of States deal with 
indigenous peopie fíghting for the respect of their rights 

Mr Peltier is not, and has never been in pnson to pay restitution for a crime. Rather, he has been held in 
prison for vindictive and pofjtical reasons . 

We were ready to work with our brother Leonard Peltier on our statement for (his year's Working Group. 
Unfortunately on June 30 t h he was transfered without notification to his family and attorney, from the 
Leavenworth Federal Prison -- where he was jailed for the past 17 years - to Terre Haute U.S. Penitentiary, 
in Indiana. He was immediately placed in soiitary confinement, "the hole" Leonard is sixty years oíd, he 
suffers from arthritis, bone spurs, all the discomforts associated with diabetes, and recently had a stroke. 
We would like to remlnd the members of the Working Group that, from 1996 to 2000, Mr. Peltier had a 
seriously debilitating jaw condition which left him unable to chew properly and caused consisten! pain and 
headaches. The prison medica! facilities could not properly treat this condition, and two prison surgeries had 
only worsened matters. A Mayo Clinic physician offered to repair the jaw for free, but was turned down 
again and again until the United Nations Raporteur on Torture sharply rebuked the United States for 
subjecting Mr. Peltier to inhuman conditlons. 

As we gather today in Geneva, Mr. Peltier remains arbitrarily held at USP Terre Haute in solitary 
confinement with the resuiting suspensión of all his prisoner rights and basic human rights. He is being 
denied phone privileges, Indigenous religious rights, visitation privileges. Furthermore, he cannotwrite or 
receive letters, cannot even breathe fresh aír, and is running out of medication. Our organizaron has 
taunched a national and international campaign asking human rights bodies and advocates to intervene 
urgently on his behalf 

Mr Peltier was a well-respected model prisoner at the Leavenworth Penitentiary, he is an eider, has many 
serious health problems, and poses no threat to the system. As Mr. Peltier's Attorney Barry Bachrach stated 
recently, "There is no real basis for subjecting him to this kind of treatment". 

Sra. Rigoberta MenchuTum, Nobel Peace Pnze Lauréate and UNESCO Goodwiil Ambassador for a Cuture 
of Peace, sent on July 8th, a message to the US Federal Bureau of Prisons in solidarity with Leonard 

' Mr Peltier's personal testimony of the case is recorded on the U.N. Commission on Human Rights' document E/CN.4/1997/NGO/30 

1 In 1977, Mr Peltier stood tnal in the United States where he was denied due process in violation of the US Constitution and international human 

rights standards. The tnal¡uüge mads ruímgs, which made a pioperdefense impossiDle Funhermore, this juílge has consistenlly refuseü to hesr 

nevi ev rdenee supporting Mr Peltier's innocence, thus skewing his avenues for redress m a s$verely unfeir mannei 

We note that for the last 17 years, the US govemment tras consistentty conceded that they c a n n o t prove who is guilty ¡or the crime Mr. Peltier was 

onginálly convictéd oí (see Peltier v Henman. 997 F2 at 4691 Moreover, the Appellats Courl has íuund thgi Mr. Peltier might have been acquitted 

had the FBI not improperly wthheld evtdence. Ve í a new trial was never granted. 



Peltier. Let me read you some of her words : « I appeal to your conscience, to your sense of humanity, so 
that the basic human rights of Mr. Peltier are fuily respected. Moreover, it is necessary that Mr.Peltier, a 
very well known and respected Native American leader, be transferred to a better penitentiary. Many 
indigenous leaders and members of indigenous peoples all around the world are very worríed about Mr. 
Peltier's treatment, which we have found very indignant and inhumane. We send you a cali to urgently 
revise the condition rn which Mr Peltier remains in jaif. I do hope that the authoritíes hear of this 
humanitanan cali. The entire world, especially the Indigenous Peoples, will thank you. ». 

Our organization cali upon concerned Governments to stop abuses of indigenous prisoners' rights, including 
their human and spiritual rights recognized in domestic legislation and in international binding instruments. 
We urge for the end of the criminalization of political dissent resultíng in arbitrary arrests and inhuman 
sanctions against indigenous political prisonners, such as in the case of our brother Leonard Peltier and in 
the cases of several Mapuche people wrongly incarcereted m Chile, after a so-called anti-terrorist 
campaign. 

Mr. Chaírperson, 

Our organization calis for an urgent assistance by the international community in response to the new crisis 
situation, which has further víolated Peltier's rights and is currently threatening his health. We invite al! 
indigenous and Human Rights' NGOs and the Working Group on Indigenous Peoples to intervene on behalf 
of this Indigenous Rights Defender. 

We invite the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, the Working Group on Indigenous 
Peoples, the Working Group on Arbitrary Detentions, the Specia! Rapporteur on Human Rights and 
Fundamental freedoms of Indigenous Peoples, The Specia! Representare of the Secretary General on 
Human Rights Defenders, members of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous issues to send an urgent 
appeal to the United States Goverment and show concerns for Mr Peltier's conditions. 

To conclude, we would like to stress that instiíutionalized discriminaron against indigenous peoples is a 
major obstacle to the enjoyment of human rights Therefore we would like to propose you to make 
'Administraron of Justice'7 a permanent point of the agenda for the next sessions of the Working Group on 
Indigenous Peoples and we respectfuily suggest that it become the principal theme for an upcoming 
session. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairperson. 

Submitted by Bobby Castillo 
(Apache/Xicano Nations, International Spokesperson for the Leonard Peltier Defense Committee) 


